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Here’s what kids have (o say to
Mary Pope Osbome, author of
the Mage Tree House series:

WOW! You have an imagination like no other.—Adam W.

Ilove your books. If you stop writing books, it will be like losing a best
friend—Ben M.

I think you are the real Morgan le Fay. There is abvays magic in your
‘books—Erkca Y.

One day I was really bored and I didn’t want 1o read.... 1 fooked in your
book. 1 read a sentence, and it was interesting. So 1 read some more, until
the book was done. It was so good I read more and more. Then I had read
all of your books, and now I hope you write lots more—Darai K.

g e /Wr books] over and over ... 1 time, 2 times, 3 times, 4
times. ... —Yuan

You are my best author in the world. I love your books. I read all the
time. I read everywhere. My mom is like freaking out—ElknC.

1 hope you make these books for all yours and mine’s life.—Riki H.

“Teachers and librarians love
Magic Tree House™ books, too!

Thank you for opening faraway places and times to my class through
your books. They have given me the chance 1o bring in additional books,
materials, and videos to share with the class.—. Cameron

It excites me to see how involved [my fourth-grade reading class] is in
your books.... I would do anything 1o get my students more involved, and
his has done it—C. Rutz

1 dmnvemd your books last year:... WOW! Our students have gone crazy
over them. I can? order enough copies! .. Thanks for contributing so much
o chidron’s tcraturer . Kendors

1 first came across your Magic Tree House series when my son bought
one home.... I have since introduced this great series o my class. They have
absolutely fallen in love with these books! .. My students are now asking me
for more independent reading time 10 read them. Your stories have inspired
‘even my most struggling readers.—M. Payne

Iove how I can go beyond the [Magic Tree House] books and use them
as springboards for other learning.—R. Gale

W have enjoyed your books all year long. We check your Web site 1o
Jfind new information. We pull our map down 1o find the areas where the
adventures take place. My class always chimes in at key parts of the story. It
Jecls goe 10 e my sudents ak fo ook and hecr when a e ook

omes ot —1 Ko



Our students have “Magic Tree House fever:" I can' keep your books
on the library shelf—J. Raflerty

i books iy ite il it the plcsieof reding Thaks or
suchterfc work S, Sl

The children in the fourth grade even hide the [Magic Tree House]
books in the library so that they will be able 10 find them when they are
ready t0 check them out—K. Mortensen

My Magic Tree House books are never on the bookshelf because they are
abways being read by my students. Thank you for creating such a wonderful
series—K. Mahoney

Dear Readers,

During the past year; many of my readers have requested that Jack and Annie
visit the Titanic. At first, I thought the story was 100 sad. However; as more and
more requests came in, [ began o think about it for I take the suggestions of kids
riously. So | tried to think of a way that Jack and Annie might actually be
el h midst of such a1 faled abont my s it a o o ks,
including my nephews, Peter and Andrew. Finally, 1 decided t0 go ahead and
write the story.
Now I am glad I did. While researching the true story of the Titanic, 1 learned a
lot about human dignity and courage in the face of disaster: So 1 thank all the
eaders who wrote a letter or raised a hand in @ school assembly or sent an e-mail
10 our Web site that said, “Please write a Magic Tree House book about the
" This one’s for you

Allmy best,
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For Bailey,
the magic terrier inmy life

Prologae

Ore day i Fiog Crck, P,  mperios e owe appcared n e
woo

E@ﬂycarold Jack and his seven-year-ol sister, A, clinbed o the tree
house. They found that it was filed with books.

Jack and Amie soon discovered that he tree house was g It coukd take themto
the phices inthe books. Allthey had to do was point 0 @ picture and wish o go there.

Along the way, they discovered that the free house belongs to Morgan ke Fay.
Morgn s gl B fom e of Kig vt She s g e s
space, gathering book

In Magic Tree Ho\sc Books #5-8, Jack and Amie hefped fiee Morgan fiom a
spell. In books 912, they solved four ancient riddls and became Master Librariars.

In Magie Tree House Books #13-16, Jack and Amie had to save four ancient
stories from being ost forever.

Now, inbook #17, they are about o begin a new set of advertures .

EREEET



1
A New Missior

Jack opened his eyes.
Tt was a stormy night. The rain tapped hard on his window pane.

“Do you hear what the rain s sayng?”said a voice.

Jack tumed on his .

A stood in his doorway. She wore her rain poncho over her pajamas and hekd a

flashiight.

“Its saying. Come now!” she said.

“You're mus,” said Jack.

“Listen, just lten,” sakd Amnic.

Jack lisened.

“The rain i seem o be tapping out Come now! Come now!

“We have to go to the ree house,” sakl A, “Something inportant s about o happen.”

“Now?”said Jack

Jack didn't want 10 leave his warm, cozy room But be had a feeling Amie was right
Somehing important was about to happen.

“You coming?” she said.

“Yeah, yeah." he said.

Just put on your rain porcho,” said A,

Jack threw his rain poncho over his pajaas. He pulle on his sneakers and grubbed his
buc

“Don't forget your Master Librarian card.” said A, 1 have mine wilh .

Jack put the card with the glowing ters ML on  ito his backpack.

“Tmready,”he sad

Jack and Amic went quietly down the siais. Then they spped out the door into the chilly,
‘danp night

The storm had cased up. Rain el genty as they ran p the strect. The wet growd
ltecd it beamofe s

o
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the ground.
Jack shivered. He wiped raindrops offhis ghsses.

“Brr” said Anie, “'mecold.”

“Me, too,” said Jack.

As they kept wakking, Amie pointed the flashight up into the trees.

“There it s, she said. Her light had found the tree house.

“Morgan!” Jack calkd.

“There was no answer.

I wonder what's wrong.”said Annie. 1 was sure she'd be here.”

“Let’s go p and sce,” said Jack.

‘A grabbe the rope ladder and stated clivbing.

Jack followed. Rain dripped fiom the trees onto his porcho.

“They climbed into the tree house. Amnie shined her gt into cach comer, The firt three
comers were enpty.

‘Then the flshiight beam it the fourth. Jack and A gasped with suprise.

Siting in the comer was a sl dog. He looked fike a terrier puppy. He had scruffy liht
brown fir.

He stared sadly at Jack and Armic.
“Oh whispered Amie.



“Where did you come fron?” said Jack.
Amie patted the dog’s head. He wagged his tail

“He’s so cute,” she said. “He looks like a itk teddy bear. Hi, Teddy.”
Teddy was actually a good rame for him, Jack thought

“Where did you come from Teddy?” he asked.

“The litk dog red.

“Don'tbe sad.” said Anvie. “Everything’s okay.”

“How did he get up here?” Jack asked.

1 dorrt know. But I bet Morgan had something to do with i said A
s g llona pceof ape ingon e o

I think you're ight”he

He picked up the paper. Onn“mﬁmywmlgdatmd

This litle dog is under a spell and needs your help. To fiee him, you must be given
four special things:
Agif foma ship ostat sea,
Agif fomthe prairc bi,
Agi fioma forest far away,
Agi foma kangaroo.
Be wise. Be brave. Be carcfil.

Morgan

S, Your Master Librarian cards won't help on this mission. Just be yourselves
and all will be well,

“What kind of spell do you think Teddy is under?” said Anvic.
“Who knows?” said Jack.
“Poor thing.”said Amic. She patted the dog’s head. He licked her hand.
“Itlooks ke we have to take four trips,” said Jack.
Teddy totted over to a book. He pushed it with his nose.
“Look!” said Aie. “ bet that williake us onthe firt rp.”
She picked p the book that th lite dog had chosen.
“Good job, Teddy.”she said.
“The itk of the book was The Unsinkable Ship.
el a st s g i k. T s wor' sk, eenift s b.”
“Ready, Teddy?” ask
“Arfl ArfPhe e
Jack pointed at the cover of the book.
“T wish we could go there,” he said.




‘The wind started to blow.
“The tree house started to spin.
Itspun faster and fste.

“Then everything was stl.
Absoliely st

2
Tke Ursirkable Skip

A A
Jack opened his eyes. He shivered. Wherever they were now, it was cokd—very cokl
Teddy barked again.

“Shbh.”said Jack.
A shined the flashight on her clothes.
“Wow, we're dressed fike old-ishioned kids!” she said.
Instead of pajammas and a poncho, she wore a saior dress and a long wool clogk.
Jack had on an overcoat and knee-kngth pants with long socks. His backpack had tumed
ot H b I cna st
2" he wondered aloud.
Jck and Amic ooked ot e o
“The mooniess sky gltered with stas.
‘There was a soff wind and the sound of water pping.
“The tree house seemed to be resting on a wooden deck between two giant colus,
Jack looked up and saw smoke coming out ofthe colums,
“We must have landed on the ship between the srokestacks,”be said.
“Then Jack looked siraight ahead and saw a box high inthe air, near the front of the ship.
“That mut be the lookouts” nest,”he said,
Jack sat back inthe tree house and opened their book. Amie handed himthe flashight
“Let's find out where we are,” he said
He tumed to a picture of a huge ocean fnr. By th light ofthe flashiight,be read:

Late at night, on April 14, 1912, an English ocean liner was making her first
voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. She was going to New York City. Canrying
2,200 passengers, the ship was four city blocks long. Most people believed the
ship was unsinkable.

“Oh, man, we're in 1912, said Jack. He pulled out his notebook and wrote:
April 14, 1912~

“This ship i huge,” said A, “How wil we ever fid the gif o help fiee Teddy?”
oucan't g ki o g, it ek “You e 0 vl s ghs 0

it st A i sigh “Wel. 1 guess we st e o be oxrsehes, ke Morgan
id. And mybe we'll et hicky.”

“This i hard,”said Jack.

“The lte dog whined.

“Don't worty, Teddy.” said Amic. “We’ll free you fiom your spell”

Just then, a shout came fiom the lookous’ nest:“fceberg ahead!”

Jack and Anmie tumed back 1o the window-—just in i to se a huge iceberg looming
outofthe sea.

“The iceberg was dark wilha finge of whi at the top. And it was right in front ofthe ship!




Jack fel a jol. Then he heard a grinding soud. The ship was scraping against the
mountainof ce.
“Arf! Arf?" Teddy barked.
“Shhh, don't be scared.,” said Amic.
She picked the dog up and hugged him
“The ship sid past lost sight of it

“The night was caln again.
“See?” A sail 0 Teddy. It was just  fitke burp. Thi ship is usinkable.”
But Jack was worred. “Wait. T have to read more abou this” he said.

“Don't read now, Jack.” said A, "I’ time to get the gif. Come on, Teddy.”
She picked up the e dog and the flashight. And she clivbed out the tree house
window.

“Hey—don't fake the flshlght!” said Jack
Annic

He heard a soft “Yikes.”

A stuck her head back in he tree house.

“Bad news,” she said ina whisper. T thik you'd beter see this”

Jack threw his stuffinto his knapsack. He put it on and climbed out the window.
‘Amic was standing by the ship’s railng, hokling Teddy.

Wihout a word, she shincd the flashlight on a ife preserver hanging fom the raiing
Inbig black lefers were the words:

RM.S. TITANIC

3
S08



Jack stared at the rame of the ship.
“You know what happened to the Titanic, don't you?” he said sofly.
Annie nodded.

Tt an cbergand sk she sid Bt 1 doft gt i 1 gt s s vos
ﬂm\m people thought when the Titanic was buil,” said Jack. “But they were

Suddenly, steam gushed out of the ship’s smokestacks. Then the engines cut off The
Titanic stopped moving.

“We'd bette go home,” sad Jack. “There's noting we can do bere. We'llhve 10 fnd
another lost ship—a safer one.

“Not We have to stay and help,” said Anvi. “We can escape in the tree house anytime:
we want”

“Bul what can we do?” said Jack. “This ship's going 10 sk no mater what. We can't
change hisory. And we can't take anyone nfo our tme with s

“Yeah, but maybe there’s some way we can help,” said A

o

Jack.

I don't know,” said A, “Let’s look aroud.” Holding Teddy, she disappeared down
a smll stairway.

Jack followed her to a lower kevel

‘A put Teddy down on the. ok The dog sl the chunks of ice that had fillen off
the

ioeberz.

“The ship seemed strangely enpty.

“Where s everyonc?” Amic asked.

“nyhe they're il askep,” s Jack. “They probably don't even know the ship it
something

‘Amic and Jack sarted toward the font of the Tianic.

“Come on, Teddy.”said Amie

“The litle dog scanpered affer

‘They passed the round Vi of st oo n e ship. Jack looked through them
as they went by.

He saw exercise bikes and rowing machines in one room In another, there were palm
trees, bamboo chairs, and tables. Nex!, they passed a lbrary filed with books.

“This ship i ke a town.” said Jack.

Near the end of he deck, hey pecked trough another ouxd window. s il
room, a nun was wearing carphores

Jack heard a clicking noise as the man tapped  kver ona black box.

“What's e doing?” whispered Anne,

Jack shrugged.

‘Another man stood nearby. He had a white beard and wore a fancy wiform.

*Send the international call for help,” he ordered the man with headphones. “Tel all ships
close by to come at once. We're sinking ™

Yo, Capi s e

“Great,they're caling for help!” A whispered.
Jack shook his head. 1 don'tthink help wil come,” he said.




He shcd the fashight onthe ook ad found  pcre of e rado opeaor
He read quietly to Anvie:

After the Titanic hit the iceberg at 11:40 ., the ship's radio operator sent
out an SOS. An SOS is the international distress signal in Morse code.
Unfortunately, the only ship near the Titanic had tumed off its radio for the
night. All the other ships who received the message were too far away to help.
‘When the Titanic sank around 2:20 AM, she was all alone.

“That's terble,” said Are.

“I wonder what time

“1 don't know,” said Anne.

Jack pulked out his notebook and wrote:

S0S  gent out
Titanic Sinks at 2:20 AM

Jack.

“Hes i whipersd Ame
ered Jack.
oAb quickly no the shadows.
‘The captain stepped out onto the deck.
“Tell the men o start loading the leboats now.” the captain ordered a deck hand.
“Yes, Captain!” the man answered.
 hand kefl. A tumed o Jack.
g00d.” she whispered, “Everyone can get ino the ieboats.”
“I.don’t think i’s good enough,”said Jack. He read from the book again:

On the Titanic, there were 20 lifeboats. To save all the passengers, the

a mumber of the
lifeboats were not even full when they left the ship. Many third-class
passengers did not have a chance to get into any of the lifeboats because they
‘were on the lower decks and didn’t know where to go.

Jack wrote in his notebook:

Need Twice as many lifeboats

“Hey, I know what we can do to help,” said A
“What?” asked Jack.
“We can help someone find the ficboats,” she said.
“You're right"” said Jack. “With our book, we can find our vy oa bverdeck”
He tumed the page 10 @ map ofthe ship. He and Amnie
“We'l star at the grand starway.”said Jack. He traced a path Vibtis finger. “Then we’ll
20 downto the third-chss cabins this way.
“Good pln!” said Amic.
Jack looked back through the door. The radio operator was sl tapping out his nessage
—over and over and over.
“S08,” whispered Jack.
He took a deep breath.
*Okay.” be said. “Let's g0.”



Pat or Yoar bife Belts!

Jack and Amnie sipped through a door offthe boat deck. Teddy was at theihecks

“Wow.” breathed Anie

“Arf! Arf?" Teddy barked.

“They were at the top of the empty grand stairway It was beautfl It was made of dark,
gossy wood. A huge dome with ights hung above i

Atthe top of the sairs was a fncy clock.

“The hends of the clock were at 1220,

“Oh, man, i's twenty minutes afler midnight!” said Jack. “The ship’s going down in two
bous!”

“They hurried down the carpeted steps and info the first-class hallway. Teddy Blowed

Jack looked at the map inthe book.



““Ihese are the stateroors,” he said. *“This hall will take us to the third-class open dech
“Hey, look,”said Amne. “The floor’s skting down.™
Jack caught his breath. She was righ.
“That means the front of the ship i already sinking.” he said
Just then, a man ina white wniform came down the hall.
He knocked on the doors.
“Put on your e bels at once and come up to the boat deck!” he called.
Men and wormen stunbled out of their rooms. They wore clegant robes made of shiny.
clothand vehet
“What's going on?” a worran asked.
“There’s been a it accdent”the man in the wniform said cheerfilly
“Oh, how sill” said the wormn.
“Its not sily!” said A, “Do what he says!”
“Arf! Arf?" Teddy barked, as ifhe agreed with Ami.
“Shhh, Teddy!” said Jack
He picked up the litke dog Then he and Amie hurried down the hall They crossed the
third-class open deck, where more peope were standing.
‘These people were not dressed in fncy clothes. They mostly wore plain, dark coats.
‘They didn't seem worried cither. They were all joking and bughing
Jack and Amie sipped through the crowd. They went into a big smoky room
Four men were phying cards.
A womn phayed the piano. A e couple danced to the music.
“Put on your e bels and go up to the boat deck!” Amic shouted.
T ol ooked at Amne i upre. Thecard players s a er.
‘She opened her mouth to yellagain, but Jack pulled her out the door.
“Come on,” he said. “We have to get down o the third-class cabins before s oo late.”
‘They hurried down another hall. Then they climbed down another stairway. Jack carried
Teddy the whole way.
‘Atthe bottom of the sair, they rounded a comer, and they both ga
The oo wa el st down here, and e sshod at e of by
“The Titanic is sinking.” said Jack
“But o one understands!” said Anic
“Tknow,” said Jack. Tt made him feel terrbly sad.
Teddy whined. Jack bured his face inthe itk dog’s fir.
“Come on!” said Anne.
‘She began banging on the cabin doors.
‘The doors swing open. The cabins were all ly.
“The people from this halivay must be the ones up near the lounge,” said Jack. “Maybe
we should go down to a lower deck.”
He started to wak back to the stairs. But Teddy began barking firiously.
“What's wrong with hii?”said Jack.
“I don’t know,” said Annic.
Suddenly, the dog eaped out of!aek s ame.He uged down the hall.
He was runming straight toward the w
“Watch ou!” cred Jack.
He and A ran afier Teddy.
‘The dog began barking at a closed door:
“The door opened.
A very small boy pecked out.

5
Williare ard bacy

“The boy wore a nightshit, He had red hair and freckles. He looked about four years ol
He rubbed his eyes skeepily. Then he saw Teddy.
“Puppy!” he said with a huge s
He threw his ams around the it dog’s neck. Teddy ke his fice
“Come back to bed. Wiliam.”a voice called fom inside the room.



“Come A shoasd. s menerge”
A moment ‘wider. A girlin i
shem.eammﬁeckksm She st i S ooked 1 b about tvche

or thiteen
‘Helb"shesni She put her arm around the fitke boy. “T'm Lucy O*Malkey. This is my
brother, Willam™
“T'm A" said Annie “And tis s my brother, Jack ™
“Get your parents and tell themto come with us,” said Jack.

Lucy looked confised.
“Our parents aren't here. They're in New York,” she said. “We're on our way to them”
“Listen,the itanic s it an ecberg.” said A, “We'l ke youto a ieboat.™
“What do you mear?

“The sip’s snking” sad Amie. “Look.”

‘She pointed to the water at the end of the hall




“Oh, mo!” eried Lucy.
it i Ikt gt oue o nd your b, W e hene s

Lucy nodded. Then she went back insid the room and came out with their things.

Lucy pulled on her coat and her e bek. Anvie belped Willam put his on.

“Let’s go,” s Jack.

“Wait—can Teddy fitin your knapsack?” said Amic.

“Try,” said Jack.

Amie sipped the lite dog into the leather knapsack on Jack’s back. Only Teddy’s front
paws and head stuck out.

“Stay there, honey,” said Amic. She kissed Teddy on the nose.

Jack didn't foel any exra weight in his knapsack. The litke dog fel as light as ar

“Wait—I forgot something,” said Lucy.

“We don't have time— started Jack.

Lucy rushed back ito the room.

“Humy!” shouted Amic.

When Lucy came out, Jack saw her slip something into ber coat pocket. Then she
gabbed Wilian's hand.

“Ready?” said Jack.

Suddenly, he el freczing water brush against is shoes.

He looked down. The green sea water was skowly moving down the hall

“Arf1 Arf?" barked Teddy from Jack’s pack.

“Run!” cried Anne.

6
Womer ard Gkildrer
First

o vy down el e sk, avay o cod s v
As she and Lucy helped Willamup the stais, Jack and Teddy fol
Halfivay up the staircase, Teddy k out a yelp.
Jack looked back.
‘The water was creeping up the stairs, step by step.
“Come on, Jack!” Annie shouted.
Jack ranup the rest of the stai.
He and A led Willam and Lucy through the smoky room The men were st plying
cards.
“To the litboats!” A yelkd at the card phayers. “Right now! Hury?™
“The men smiked at her agiin.
“Lifke g one said with a knugh, “even ifthis ship does sk, i wil take all night. There’s
plenty of ime for everyone on board to be rescued.”
“Indeed. Many ships are on their way right now.” another man said in a soothing voice.
“There’s nothing to worry about.”
“Not troe!” said Amni.
Lucy tuned to Jack.
“This doesn't sound so bad, afier all”she said.
“Its bad. Please trust me,” said Jack. “We have to keep going.”
“They went outside. The crowd on the third-cass deck had grown.
Many wore lfsbefts. But no one here semed very worried yet.
Jack and Amnie puled Lucy and Willam along They hurried through the crowd and down
the frs-class hall. They came to the end and trooped up the grand siarcase.
Onithe top deck, the Titanic was as bright as a Chists tree.
A band payed lively music
‘Witha hiss and rush of liht, a rocket streaked into the sky. It made a loud boom! Then it
burst nto many colored balk.
Stiherig it cod, Wik g s chppod
“Fireworks!” he sa



Lucy smild at Jack and A
“This i a trick, 't i she said. “You've brought s o a party.”
“No, it k't skl Jack. “Don’t you remerrber the water downstairs?”
Lucy's smile fded.

“Women and chiklren frst” someone shouted.

“That's you!” said Am. ”

She i Luey and Wil oward a eboat.

7
The Gift

“The liféboat was waiting 0 g0 down. It looked tiny as it swung on cabies at the side of
the big shp. The water below looked biack.
“Getin Get inl” a wniformed mun shouted.
“No, no,”said Willam. He hid his fice agtinst Lucy’s coat.
Lucy was shaking her head.
“I'd rather stay here,” she said to Jack and Amie
Jack understood. The brightly lit Tranic seemed so sold and safe conpared to the litk

lieboat.
“Youcan tay ere.” said A, “The Tianic is goig 0 sk soon”
“Very soon.”said Jack.
Luey kept shaking her bead. Jack saw ears inher eyes
“Laey, we're teling the tnah,”said Jack. “Youard Willamare in geat danger.”
“Youhave to be brave now,”said A, “For your brother’s sake.”
Lucy straightened up and tried o smik.
Al said. T will’

“This way!"a man called. “Women and chidrent This way, you four!”
He pointed at them.
“Get in.” said Jack. He gently pushed Lucy and Wilam forward.
“Good-bye, Lucy,” said Annie. “Good-bye, Willam.
Lucy looked s
“Youre Mmrmgvuu asked.
“No, we're going home another way.” sad A
hope you'llbe safe.”
aid Tack




“Wait " sa

cy.
She reached nto her coat pocket and pulkd out a siker watch on  chain.
“This & a giftfor both of you,” she said. “I’s our fither’s waich. W carred i on the
voyage for good huck. 1 have a fecling that the two of you were our good luck tonight>
Jack looked at the watch as Lucy put it around Amie’s neck.
The time on the watch was 1:50.
There wer nyhiy mines !
“Hurry, /!
kol e el s 2 big man picked Lucy up and swung her into the lite boat.
“Then he picked Willam up and put himin Lucy's lp.
“Bye!” cried Amnie. She stepped forward to blow a kis.
Just then, the nan picked Amie wp.
“Not” shouied Ami.
“Into the lféboat, my dear!”the an said. And h tossed Amnie ino the litboat.
“No! No!” cried Jack.
“Then the man reached for hiny too. Jack jumped away just n .
“Anmie!” he yelled. “Get out”
A tried 10 clinb out of the itboat.

“Let me out!” she cri

“Arf! Arfr Teddy barked fiom over Jack’s shoukder.

“The fféboat jerked. It started creaking down toward the dark, cokl sea.
“Come back!” Jack calked.

But there was nothing he could do as Amie disappeared from sight



8
Every Mar for Hirself

it e Jck

“Letme heard A shout.

But e bt kept going down.

“Wait for me!” came a loud voiee, “Wait for me!”

Awoman ina fir coat appeared at the raiing She nearly trevw herselFover the side of the

ship.

“Stop!” the wiformed man called. “Bring the boat back up for Lady Blackwell’”

Slowiy, the ifeboat was brought back u.

Jack pushed his way forward, The liféboat came even with the ship. Jack reached out to
Ar

e,

She grabbed his hands. He puled her back orto the sinking ship.

“Roomfor one more!” Annie shouted to Lady Backwell

“Then she and Jack took offbefore anyone could catch them.

“They ran up the skinting deck. Amie stopped and peered over the raifng.

Jack looked, too.

“They saw Lucy and Willants litle lieboat creaking down toward the Athntic Ocean. It
reached the glssy black water. Then it floated offino the darkness.

“Bye, William! Bye, Lucy!” she shouted. “Thank you for your gift™

She held up the watch that hung from her neck. Then she and Jack ooked at t

“The tim: was 205,

“Only fifleen minutes eft” said A

“We hane to get back (o the tree house row!” said Jack. “Let's climb the stais to the
smokestacks!”

Suddenly,the front ofthe ship dipped down ito the sea. Deck chairs started to side past
Jack and Annie.

“The band played a slow, calmsong. It sounded like a church hymn.

But the crowd stated to paric. People pushed and shouted, trying o get o a safer part of
the

ship.

It every man for himself?” the captain shouted to al of i crev.
e menallsopped ot ey eredong nd rnup e deck
Jack and Amnic ran,

‘They dodged slding e nd s




‘They reached the stais tht ke to the smokestacks.

‘They grabbed the raiing and puled themmselves wp the steps.

“The ship tited firther.

“Get to those smokestacks!” cried Jack.

‘They sipped and crawled down the deck.

But when they ot o the smokestacks, Jack and A looked around widly.
The magic tree house was gone!

)
Time Stops

“Where & 7" shouted Amne.

“The front of the 7itanic sank deeper into the sea. Jack and Amne el forward.

“They gabbed the railing and held on for ther lives

“Maybe the tree house fell nfo the ocean!” shouted Jack.

A great roar started coming ffom the ship.

Jack imngined everything crashing forward—all the fimitre, dishes, bieyeles, the grand
clock on the siircase.

He looked down. A giant wave of water rolled over a lower deck.

Jack imagined water flooding the third-chiss comidor, the card room, and the grand
staircase.

He closed his eyes, waiting to be washed avay.

Ayl Ay

“The barking came froma disiance.

“Teddy!”cried Amne.

Jack had forgotten all bout the itk dog.

Holding on'to the raiin, he wsed one band to pull offhis knapsack.

Teddy wasn't therel

“There was more ffantic barking

“Where's Teddy?” cried Jack.

“He’s calling s!” shouted Amie.




“We can't ook for him!” shouted Jack. “We'l all offthe ship!™

Teddy barked and barked.

“He’s close by!” said Annc.

She held onto the railing and oved slowly down the steep deck.
nie!”

Suddenly,the ights on the Tiranic went out. The workl was pichdark.
Jack couldn't see Annie at all.
“Amie!” he shouted
He tred to move down the deck, too
But the ship tited again. Jack sipped and 1.
He rolled unil he crashed info a smokestack.
“Jack!” cried Annie. “Here! Here!”
Teddy kept barking.
The back of the Titanic was rising out of the ocean. The ffont of the ship was going
down.
Jack tried to go around the sokestack without filing.
Tnthe dark, he could barely see the tree house. It was stuck between a smokestack and
the raiing It was lying on s s
‘Amie and Teddy were looking out the window.
“Teddy's barking led me here!” cried Amne. “Huary, Jack!”
Jack crawled around the smokestack.
He held out his hand. Amic grabbed i, She pulld him o the tree house.
‘Teddy licked his face.
“Twish we could go home!”
Jack beard a oud CRA-A
“The wind started to blow.
“The tree house started to spin

shouted A, pointing a the Pennsyhania book.
-ACK!

It spun faster and faster.
Then everything was stll.
Absolutely still
10
A Toack of Magic

“Oh, nan,” whispered Jack

He was lying on the flor of the tree house. He was wearing his pajanns and rain poncho
agiin

“You okay?” Anne asked.

“Yeah. You?”said Jack.



ty heart’s beating really fst”said Amie
“Mine, too,” said Jack.

He thought of the: Tunrm sinking into the cold black sea. His eyes filed with tears.

“Itwas temrble” he

A modde Tk o s s nfercecks,

Teddy lcked Jack’s fice.

“Hey.” said Jack. “How did you get out of my knapsack?”

Teddy whined. Jack and A stroked his frry head and ars.

“Ithink he has a touch of mage,”said Amic.

Slowy Jack at .

saved our v, he said.

“And now we have the firt ift 0 break the spell he’s under.” said A

‘She tumed on her flashight. She shined it o the siver pocket watch that hung fiom her

neck.
“Lacy's git.”she said.
“The watch fiad stopped. The hands were at 220,
Jack was sint. Then he sg
“That's xactly when the shp went down,” he said.
Amiec booked a him
I guess that’s when tim: stopped for the Tiranic.” she said
Jack nodded.
‘A put the pocket watch on top of Morgan's note
Al foma hp bt at s, se s ol
‘They were both quie
ThenJck took T ‘gasses and wiped the tears from s eyes.

Amic stood up. She took a deep breath.
“I'mready to go,”she said. “Let’s put Teddy in your pack and take him home with us.”
She shined her flashlight arou the ree house.
“Teddy?” she said
“There was 10 sign of the litle dog.
“He's not here,”said Amic.
Wit you kg o smd k. Wewers st peting
id Amie. She sighed. “We'll hane to go home

i
“But what happened to hin?”said Jack.

T don't know,” said Annie. “But I have a feeling we’ll see himagain soon”

She started down he rope der. Jack looked ot the tree house one kst e
“Teddy?” he said.

But the tree house was quet




s s e s s s o
Amnic was waiting for him.
Wit word. Jack took e .
“The rain had stopped. But water st dripped from the trees.
Stars gltered overhead ina clear sky.
Sikntly, Jack and Amie kft the Frog Creek woods. They walked up the dark street to
their house and clinbed the steps (0 their porch.
Bbre they went e they boked outagin at thenigh
“Tim: might e stopped for the Titanic." Jack said. Bt books and memrie keep the
Titanic alive, don'tthey? I’s a tre story, but ’s akso lke a
“Yeah,”said Annie. “And every time the story’s tokl, we wish it had a diffrent ending ™
Jack nodded. That was exactly how he fel.
Staring atthe stary sky, he shuddered at the memory of the sinking ship.
He knew that he and Annic were heky. They had come hom:
“Good night, Titanic.” he said sofly. “Good-by
“Then he and Amic slipped quietly into their house, where it was cozy and dry and very
safe.

MORE FACTS FOR YOU AND JACK

1) The Titanic it the iceberg in the North Atlniic, approxinately 400 miks off the
coast of Newfoundland.

2) The Titanic was considered unsinkable because she was bult with huge watertight
doors to contain any possible leaks. However, when the ship hi the iceberg, six watertight
ly fild up with water,

3) The signal SOS was chosen as an interational distress call because of the sinplicty
ofthe three letters in Morse code: three dots, three dashes, and three dots.

4) No one knows for certain exactly how long the musicians played on the Titanic, but
legend says they played untilthe ship went down, and their st song was the hymn “Nearer

5) More than 1,500 people perished inthe Tiranic disaster, whike 705 people escaped
in ifeboats and were eventually rescued by a ship named the Carpathia.

6) Afierthe sinking of the Titanic, laws were changed so that every ship was required to
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fomed, so that ships would have warming about ice conitons.

7) In 1985, a scientist ramed Dr. Robert Ballrd discovered the undersea wreck of the
Titanic.
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Teddy's Back!

Anfl Arfl Arf!

Jack finished tying his sneakers. Then he looked out his bedroom window:

‘A smalldog stood in the carly sunlight. He had floppy ears and scruffy brown fir.
“Teddy!”said Jack.

Just then, Annie ran into Jack’s room

“Teddy's back!” she said, “It's time.”
Ilwasmr:fontnrsewmmwnto}t]pﬁwlh:Iﬂtkdugﬁomaspcll

AT




Jack threw his notebook and pencil inlo his backpack. Then he folowed Amic
downstais and past the kitchen.

“Where are you two going?” their mom called.

“Outside,” said Jack.

“Breakiist willbe ready soon.”she said. “And Grandmother vl be e any minute.”

“We'll be right back,” said Jack. He loved his grandmother's visis. She was kind and
. And she always taught them nevw things.

Jack and Amie sipped out the fiont door. Teddy was waitng or them.

Arf! Arf e barked.

“Hey, where did you g st week?” Jack asked.

“The smalldog wagged his tal joyfuly,

“Then he ran up the sidewalk.

“Wait for s!” A shouted.

She and Jack folowed Teddy up the street and ino the Frog Creek woods.

‘They ran between the frees. Wind rattled the keaves. Birds swooped fom branch to
branch.

Teddyswpp:dntampehddcrﬂmhmgﬁnm\fwmﬂestoak tree in the woods. At the
oo e ladervas e e e

Jack and Amie stared up at

“No sign of Morgn.” said e

“Let’s g0 up,” said Jack.

A picked up Teddy. She carried him carefily up the budder. Jack clirbed afier her.

Inside the ree house, Teddy snifed a siver pocket watch on the foor. Beside it was the
mteﬂmMo@nlndmmansckald

‘A picked p the note and read it

This il dog s undor o pel s your help. To five him, you must be given
Jfour special things:

Agi foma ship lostat sea,

ma kangaroo.
Be brave. Be wise. Be carcful

“We've got the first specal thing.” said Anni, “the gifi foma ship lost at sea.”
“Yeah,”said Jack. He picked up the siver pocket watch.

“The tim: on the watch was 2:20—the fine the Zitanic had surk.

Tack and Annie stared at the watch.



Arf! Arf!
“Teddy's barking brought Jack back ffom his memrics
“Okay;" Jack sail. He sighed and pushed his glases ito place. “Now s time for the gi

s that mean?” said A
“T'mnot sure” sad Jack. He looked around thetree house. “But T bet that book vl ke
ws there.”
He picked up a book in the comer. The cover was a pieture of a wile praire, The tde
was The Great Plains.

“Ready?” Jack said.
Teddy yipped and wagged his tail
“Let’s go,” said Amic. “The sooner we fiee Teddy, the better.”

Jack poined at the cover.
“1 wish we could go there,” he said.
The wind started to blow.

“The tree house started to spin.
Itspun faster and aste.

Then, was st
Absolely st
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